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Abstract of the Disclosure 


Disclosed is a novel method of allocating resources within an optical network in order to 
establish an optical path between a first node and a second node. A query signal, 
proposing a wavelength and timeslot pairing is sent to switching elements along a 
proposed optical path from the first node to the second node. The query signal is 
provided along with data indicating the availability of the switching elements along the 
proposed path. The query signal and data are used to determine an appropriate 
wavelength and timeslot pairing. When a wavelength and timeslot pairing has been 
chosen the appropriate switching elements are instructed to support the wavelength 
timeslot pairing along the optical path. 
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